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self. He could not break away from the Court
thraldom which was imposed upon him and which,
though he often complained of it, was on the whole
more pleasant than unpleasant to him, and there was
much connected therewith, and with the intellectual
and literary movements incident to it, that afforded
him more than pastime ; but he was always yearning
for occupation in the field of politics, and in that field
he always had the same end in view, however diverse
might be his plans for reaching it. In so far as he
ever thought seriously of accompanying Frobisher in
his voyages of discovery in northern latitudes, or of
rivalling Drake's achievements in warmer seas, he
was prompted by more than sympathy with such
adventurous work, keen as that was. His main desire
was to assist in damaging Spain and crippling the
Papacy, both being enterprises deemed by him
necessary for the credit, if not for the safety, of
England, and yet more for the protection of the
Protestant cause in Germany and the Netherlands.
It was because, in the spring of 1578, this cause
appeared to him to be "withering away" that he
then, in desperation, meditated " some Indian pro-
ject " ; and in the same mood he was oftener,
almost constantly, meditating projects nearer home.
His friend, Count John Casimir,* brother of the
Elector Palatine, was in the autumn of 1577 ap-
pointed a sort of agent by Queen Elizabeth to
watch on her behalf the progress of affairs in Ger-
many and the Netherlands, and in the following

* John Casimir, like others in his day, was variously styled count,
and duke, and prince.